Constitution of the University Scholars 

Drafted March 1996 

Revised March 1998 

Revised October 2001

Revised March 2002

Revised November 2002

Article I. Name 

Section 1. - The name of this organization shall be the University Scholars. 

Article II. Purpose 

Section 1. - The purpose of the University Scholars is to promote academic excellence and aid in the development of a stronger Youngstown community. 

Article III. Membership 

Section 1. - Members of the University Scholars are limited to those students attending the University with financial assistance of the University Scholars Scholarship. 

Article IV. Officers and Elections 

Section 1. -The officers of this group shall include a president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, communications officer, and trustees. 

Section 2. -The executive committee of this group shall consist of the above mentioned officers, and shall be referred to as the Board of Trustees. 

Section 3. -Elections 

A. All Returning Classes 

1. These classes will hold their elections for the next year's Trustees near the end of spring semester 

2. Each class will vote only for members of their own class as representatives on the Board of Trustees 

3. The number of representatives elected by each class is set up so that the older and more experienced students will have more representation at board meetings. The number of representatives by class will be as follows: 

a. The senior class is permitted four representatives on the Board of Trustees 

b. The junior class is permitted four representatives on the Board of Trustees 

c. The sophomore class is permitted three representatives on the Board of Trustees

d. The freshman class is permitted three representatives on the Board of Trustees 

B. The Freshman Class 

1. The freshman class, being unable to elect their representatives at the end of the previous year, will do so after a few weeks of school, preferably after they have had the opportunity to get to know each other well enough to vote intelligently. The upper-class trustees are expected to assist the freshman class with the election. 

2. The specifics as to the number of representatives as well as any exceptions are outlined in A.3. 

C. 
In the case of a trustee position opening after the year has commenced, a new 

election will be held for that class only if less than ¾ of the school year has passed.  Where ¼ or less of the school year remains, no replacement will be elected.

D. Election Procedures 

1. A class representative is a member of the Board of Trustees but not necessarily an office holder. 

2. The election by class will be done by private ballot. 

3. The actual election of the individual officers will be left up to the Board of Trustees and done by secret ballot during the spring for the following year.  (This should take place after elections of the following year's trustees.)

4. All election procedures may be changed with a vote of the trustees. 

Article V. Meetings 

Section 1. - The Board of Trustees shall meet weekly, the day and time to be firmly established at the beginning of each semester. 

Section 2. - Trustees shall adhere to the following attendance policy 

A. After roll call at each meeting, the Board will decide the status of each absent trustee as excused or unexcused by majority vote. 

B. A trustee has the responsibility to inform the President of a planned absence. 

C. An absence is automatically unexcused if the President has not been contacted before the meeting.

D. Any trustee who acquires three unexcused absences per semester is automatically removed from the Board.

E. A trustee can appeal an unexcused absence to the Board within one week of said absence.

Section 3. - The President in consultation with the Vice President has the right to cancel a weekly meeting. 

Section 4. - Other meetings of this group shall be scheduled as needed by the advisor or the assistant advisor. 

Article VI. Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws 

Section 1. - All amendments to the constitution shall be made by a majority vote of the University Scholar Trustees. 

Article VII. Officer Qualifications and Responsibilities 

Section 1. – Qualifications

A. All Trustees, including the executive committee, must satisfy the year-end Scholar requirements outlined in the Scholar Handbook. 

B. Trustee nominees who have not completed their year-end requirements are barred from running in the general election.

      1. The advisor in consultation with the current president may overturn this  

          requirement on a case by case instance. 

Section 1. - President 

A. Must have one year of experience as a trustee, having represented on the board through the end of the previous year. 

B. Duties 

1. Serve as major communication link between Scholars and University officials. 

2. Take charge of meetings of the Board of Trustees. 

3. The president, however, does not vote when the Board votes on issues, unless this vote is needed to break a tie. 

4. Has the power to call special meetings and set up committees. 

5. Is responsible for dividing the necessary trustee duties among members of the Board of Trustees and, if necessary, has the power to directly assign members of the Trustees in order to have them completed. 

Section 2. - Vice President 

A. Must have one year of experience as a trustee, having represented on the board through the end of the previous year.

B. Duties 

1. Assume the duties of the president when necessary. 

2. The vice president has the right to vote with the Board. 

3. Help coordinate any subcommittees that are formed, this includes giving committee reports for committees not represented by other trustee members as well as keeping some sort of record or file of the weekly reports, from each committee. 

Section 3. - Secretary 

A. Must be of sophomore standing. 

B. Duties 

1. Take precise notes at all meetings for the official book of minutes (it is assumed that all officers will take notes at the officers' meeting for their personal use.) 

2. Take roll both at the beginning of meetings and when required under special circum- stances, i.e. a roll call vote, at board meetings and when necessary at general meetings. 

3.  At or before the beginning of each board meeting, present each member, with a typed, outlined copy of the previous meeting's notes and present the president with two additional copies (one for the advisor and one for the assistant advisor.) 

4. Place the weekly minutes in the Trustees' Book of Minutes. 

Section 4-Treasurer

A. Must be of sophomore standing.

B. Duties

1. Responsible for keeping financial records for the University Scholar bank account. 

2.  Responsible for keeping financial records for the University Scholar trust fund maintained by the Youngstown State University Foundation. 

3. Pay expenditures. 

Section 5. - Communications Officer 

A. Must be of sophomore standing.

B. Duties 

1. Post signs when necessary to convey information, this includes items such as sign-up sheets and advertisements about upcoming events. 

2. Be responsible for the weekly scholar email newsletter. 

3. Update email aliases. 

Section 6. - Trustee 

A. By Article IV, Section 3, there will be fourteen students elected to the Board of Trustees. Since there are five elected positions, this leaves nine people to be Trustees. 

B. Duties 

1 . To represent his or her respective class at Board meetings, bring up any concerns that members of the class might have, and to make decisions. 

2. All trustees, both officers and non-officers, have the right to request a roll call vote for any matter that the board votes on, if one other trustee seconds this request then the vote will be given by a roll call and will be recorded by the secretary. 

