


7

 
INTRODUCTION

 
INTRODUCTION  

COACHES &
 STAFF

COACHES &
 STAFF 

2008 INFORM
ATION 

P
LAYERS 

O
PPONENTS 

2007 IN R
EVIEW 

H
ISTORY 

R
ECORDS

 
2008 INFORM

ATION 
P

LAYERS 
O

PPONENTS 
2007 IN R

EVIEW 
H

ISTORY 
R

ECORDS

2008 Youngstown State Penguins Football

COMPLIANCE INFORMATIONCOMPLIANCE INFORMATION
Who is a Representative of Athletics Interest (Booster)?
You are a booster if you are involved in any of these ways:
• Member of the Penguin Club
• Former YSU student-athlete
• Financial contributor to YSU Athletics or the Penguin Club
(including season-ticket holders)
• Corporate entity
(i.e. apparel or equipment manufacturers, loge owners, etc.)
• Individuals assisting YSU athletic staff  in permissible recruit-
ment activities
• Individuals providing permissible benefi ts to current YSU stu-
dent-athletes or their families
• Anyone promoting YSU Athletics
Once an individual or organization is identifi ed as a booster, they 
retain that identity indefi nitely.

Can a booster help recruit a prospective student-athlete?
What a booster CAN do is:
• Call a YSU coaching staff  member about a potential recruit
What a booster CANNOT do is:
• Off er or arrange any fi nancial aid or benefi ts to a recruit or re-
cruit’s relatives or friends. This can include but is not limited to: 
employment arrangement for a relative; gift of clothing; co-sign-
ing a loan; cash or like items; any tangible items; free or reduced-
cost services or housing.
• Telephone, e-mail, or contact in any way a recruit or the recruit’s 
relatives or friends about YSU athletics.
• Meet a recruit when the recruit is visiting YSU’s campus
**Receipt of a benefi t by student-athletes or their relatives is not 
a violation if it is demonstrated that the same benefi t is gener-
ally available to general students or families.

Can a booster assist current YSU student-athletes?
A booster CAN provide current YSU student-athletes:
• An occasional meal in your home, but only for special occasions 
(i.e. holiday, birthday, team championship meal)
• Employment for work actually performed and at a rate com-
mensurate with the going rate for that service.
• Athletic scholarships by joining the Penguin Club
A booster CANNOT provide current YSU student-athletes:
• Benefi ts or fi nancial arrangements for the student-athletes or 
the student-athletes’ relatives or friends. Examples include, but 
are not limited to: loan of money or item, such as an automobile; 
any type of gift; entertainment (this includes providing a candy 
bar or soda); free use of a telephone; room or board for family 
or friends of a student-athlete; reduced or free professional ser-
vices; etc.

For More Information Contact:
Elaine Jacobs
Associate Director of Athletics
Phone: (330) 941-2282
Email: eajacobs@ysu.edu

COMPLIANCE GUIDELINES FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES
Prospective Student-Athlete
A prospective student-athlete is a student who has started 
classes for the ninth grade or above, including students in 
prep schools and junior colleges as well as students who have 
offi  cially withdrawn from a four-year institution and plan to 
transfer to another institution. In addition, a student who has 
not started classes for the ninth grade becomes a prospec-
tive student-athlete if the institution or a Youngstown State 
booster provides the individual or the individual’s relatives or 
friends with any fi nancial assistance or benefi ts that the insti-
tution does not provide to prospective students in general. A 
good rule of thumb is to treat ALL STUDENTS as prospects.

Guidelines and Reminders for Boosters
A BOOSTER MAY NOT: contact the prospect, prospect’s 
coach, principal or counselor in an attempt to evaluate or re-
cruit the prospect; expend funds to entertain or provide trans-
portation for a prospective student-athlete, the prospect’s 
family or friends; become directly or indirectly involved in 
making arrangements for the prospect, or the prospect’s rela-
tive or friends to receive money or fi nancial aid of any kind; or 
contact a prospective student-athlete through letter writing, 
e-mail, telephone calling or other forms of communication.

2008-09 Football Endowment Recipients
Alumni Football Scholarship | Aaron Pitts
Dike Beede Scholarship | Adam House 
Don Constantini Scholarship | Brian Mellott 
Curbstone Coaches | Andre Elliott 
Coach Bob Dove Scholarship | Kyle Banna
Donald W. Folkwein Scholarship | Patrick Bellish
Four Square Club Scholarship | Todd Rowan
Sloko Gill Scholarship | Tyler Figueroa
Attorney Dennis & Janet Haines Scholarship | Brandon Nicholson
Richard “Dick” Hartzell Scholarship | Paul Corsaro
Jermaine Hopkins Scholarship | Lucas Matelan
Ice Castle “Fun” Scholarship | Stiles O’Brien
Ice Castle “Fun” Scholarship | David Rogers
Ice Castle “Fun” Scholarship | Nate Ward
Kosar Family Scholarship | Dionte Snow
William G. Lyden Jr. Scholarship | Brian Palmer
Ned Mervos Scholarship | John Sasson
Thomas F. Mosure Scholarship | Nate Schkurko
Richard Peterson Family Scholarship | Mike Barlak 
Angelo and Donna E. Pezzuolo | Lenny Wicks
Carmen & Gail Policy Scholarship | Chris Gammon
Sanford D. Rivers Family Scholarship | Nick Gooden
Arnold D. Stambaugh Scholarship | Stephen Blose
Patsy Strollo Scholarship | Joel Younkins
Jim & Ellen Tressel Scholarship | Derrick Bush
YSU Lineman Leadership Scholarship | Brad Samsa
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2008 Youngstown State Penguins Football

A New Name 
 In June 2008, presidents of the nine-
member Gateway Football Conference 
and the 10-member Missouri Valley Confer-
ence approved a rebranding initiative that 
changed the football conference name 
from the Gateway Football Conference to 
the Missouri Valley Football Conference.
 It represents the second name change 
for the football league, which begins its 
24th season this fall. Initially, the confer-
ence competed as the Gateway Collegiate 
Athletic Conference (1985-91) and the 
Gateway Football Conference (1992-2007). 
The Missouri Valley Football Conference 
enters its 24th year of existence in 2008 
and has proven to be one of the nation’s 
premier NCAA Football Championship 
Subdivision (FCS) leagues.
 This season, North Dakota State and 
South Dakota State enter as members.

2007 Season Highlights 
 Last year, despite tough scheduling, 
fi ve teams in the conference had winning 
records, matching an all-time high. The 
Missouri Valley Football Conference has 
had four teams (or more) with better than 
.500 records in the same season 14 times 
now, including the past 10 seasons.
 Southern Illinois became the 13th diff er-
ent league team to reach the semifi nals of 
the FCS playoff s, while UNI won its fi rst 12 
games, which included a perfect 6-0 con-
ference slate, enjoyed the No. 1 national 
ranking for six-straight week and earned 
the NCAA FCS playoff  No. 1 overall seed.
 While the season didn’t produce a na-
tional championship, it was a successful 
one, as UNI quarterback Eric Sanders was 
named national runnerup in the Walter 
Payton Award voting, UNI Coach Mark 
Farley of UNI earned the Eddie Robinson 
Coach of the Year Award, and two others 
fi nished among the top-six vote getters 
in the Payton and Buck Buchanan award 
voting, respectively.

A Strong History 
The Missouri Valley Football Conference 

has two recent national championships 
(Western Kentucky - 2002; Youngstown 
State - 1997), and league members 
Youngstown State (three) and Southern 
Illinois own additional titles prior to their 
league membership.

 In recent years, the league has estab-
lished itself as a leader among FCS confer-
ences.  During the past 11 years, the league 
has two national championships, and 
seven other semifi nal trips. The league’s 
33-23 playoff  mark in that span is third-best 
among all FCS leagues, and the Missouri 
Valley Football Conference has had four 
teams reach the title game, topped only 
by the Southern Conference and Colonial 
Athletic Conference championship game 
appearances since 1997.
 Additionally, the league’s 25 playoff 
berths in the past 10 years trails only the 
Colonial for FCS supremacy, and the league 
has had two representatives each of the 
past 13 seasons. 
 In 1997, Youngstown State grabbed the 
crowned jewel for the conference, as the 
league had one of its most successful sea-
sons.  In addition to claiming the league’s 
fi rst national championship, the Penguins 
fi nished the year ranked No. 1, marking the 
fi rst time a league member has held that 
spot in a season-ending poll. 
 In 1999, Youngstown State fi nished the 
year No. 2, Illinois State was No. 3 and UNI 
fi nished in the top 20.
 In 2002, Western Kentucky added to the 
league’s national championship trophy 
case with an FCS crown.
 In 2003, four teams represented the 
league in the playoff s, marking the fi rst 
time any league has sent that many to the 
playoff s in the same year.  
 In 2004, Southern Illinois spent a league-
record 11 weeks as the nation’s top-ranked 
team, while all eight league teams received 
votes for the Top 25 at some point in the 
season.
 In 2005, UNI became the fourth league 
school to reach the FCS championship 
game since 1997.
 In 2006, Youngstown State won its sec-
ond-straight league championship and the 
Penguins were joined in the playoff  fi eld by 
Illinois State and Southern Illinois.
 In 2007, the league had a 26-14 non-
conference record, marking the 17th time 
in 23 seasons that the league has had a .500 
or better non-conference mark.
 This year’s league schedule features 
eight games for the first time ever as 
school’s will play four at home and four on 
the road. In non-MVC action, 10 of the 31 
games are against foes from the Football 
Bowl Subdivision.

PattPatty Viveritoy Viverito
CommissionerCommissioner

Mike Mike KernKern
Associate Associate CommissionerCommissioner

CONFERENCECONFERENCE CHAMPIONS CHAMPIONS
Year | ChampionYear | Champion
2007 | 2007 | Northern IowaNorthern Iowa
2006 |2006 | Youngstown State Youngstown State
2005 |2005 | YSU/Southern Illinois/UNI YSU/Southern Illinois/UNI
2004 |2004 | Southern Illinois Southern Illinois
2003 |2003 | Southern Illinois/Northern Iowa Southern Illinois/Northern Iowa
2002 | 2002 | Western Illinois/W. KentuckyWestern Illinois/W. Kentucky
2001 |2001 | Northern Iowa Northern Iowa
2000 | 2000 | Western IllinoisWestern Illinois
1999 |1999 | Illinois State Illinois State
1998 | 1998 | Western IllinoisWestern Illinois
1997 |1997 | Western Illinois Western Illinois
1996 |1996 | Northern Iowa Northern Iowa
1995 |1995 | Northern Iowa/Eastern Illinois Northern Iowa/Eastern Illinois
1994 |1994 | Northern Iowa Northern Iowa
1993 |1993 | Northern Iowa Northern Iowa
1992 |1992 | Northern Iowa Northern Iowa
1991 |1991 | Northern Iowa Northern Iowa
1990 |1990 | Northern Iowa/Missouri State Northern Iowa/Missouri State
1989 |1989 | Missouri State Missouri State
1988 |1988 | Western Illinois Western Illinois
1987 |1987 | Northern Iowa Northern Iowa
1986 |1986 | Eastern Illinois Eastern Illinois
1985 |1985 | Northern Iowa Northern Iowa

GATEWAY INFORMATION
1818 Chouteau Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63103
Phone: (314) 421-2268
Website: www.valley-football.org

MIMISSOURI VALLEYSSOURI VALLEY  CONFECONFERENCERENCE

NEW NAME...SAME GAMENEW NAME...SAME GAME




